
2026 Artists in Residence

Jordan Josey

Rattan Sunset
47.5 in. x 14.5 in.

Reclaimed rattan cane weave, acrylic, 
cardboard, metal wire

Ammonite Echoes
25 in. x 18.5 in.

Cardboard, reclaimed wood, paper mache (using 
recycled paper), acrylic paint, recycled silk fabric
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Jordan Josey

Mojave Ovis
30 in. x 24 in.

Assorted recycled textiles, watercolor paper, cardboard

California Native
45 in. x 19.5 in.

Reclaimed wood, recycled silk fabric,
lace, cardboard, acrylic paint
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Jordan Josey

Sugared Memories

14.5 in. x 6.25 in. 
Reclaimed display tray, acrylic, wooden cleat

Home?

7.0625 in. x 5.375 in. 
Ceramic tile, acrylic paint
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Jordan Josey

Rainy D
40 in. x 21 in. 

Cardboard, wood chair back rest, fishing wire, acrylic paint, 
ceramic tiles, unwoven material, dried orange peels/slices 
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Jordan Josey

Artist Statement

Throughout the development of this body of work within the residency I 
have run into 2 main themes, intersection of memory and nature, as well 
as symptoms of comfort. In exploring various ways in which those exist 
simultaneously I have made multiple connections for myself of what parts 
of life are impactful to me, and how I can treasure them more deeply. 
This idea of deepening a connection can also be found in materiality and 
the act of choosing to keep the value of a material even if it is recycled, 
imperfect, or reclaimed. Having a deeper appreciation for all aspects of  
my practice and my life has guided how I chose materials and subject 
matter, as well as how I intersect my work with my fellow artists. Working 
in collaboration with gratitude, I hope to invite audiences to engage with 
this introspection of the aspects in their lives and practices that are 
easily minimized. 
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Rattan Sunset
2026
47.5 in. x 14.5 in.  
Reclaimed rattan cane weave, acrylic, cardboard, metal wire

Sunset painting inspired by an original photo of Carmel Beach. I wanted 
to emphasize the unique texture and pattern the Rattan Cane weaving 
already featured by painting the scene on top of it, while leaving the 
negative space to naturally distort the sunset. The piece combines the 
themes of nature, memories, and objects, as this is my own memory, of 
the serene sensation nature scene can provide, attached to a Rattan 
panel to indulge a window -like outlook. 

Ammonite Echoes
2026
25 in. x 18.5 in. 
Cardboard, reclaimed wood, paper mache (using recycled paper), 
acrylic paint, recycled silk fabric

Recreating a secondhand necklace I was gifted by my best friend and 
combining it with the jewelry layout on my right -side ear Ammonite 
Echoes attempts to find a strange balance between rhyming natural 
shapes, such as an Ammonite fossil and the shell of an ear. I feel the 
person in my life who hears me the most is my best friend, and to me 
this necklace is a symbol of our bond. Taking that rhyming pattern and 
emotional connection to the idea of being at home within my friendship 
I wanted to combine these to visualize the sensation of being seen 
within our friendship. 

Jordan Josey
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California Native
2026
45 in. x 19.5 in. 
Reclaimed wood, recycled silk fabric, lace, cardboard, acrylic paint

As I transition out of college I have been reflecting on the life I have 
been able to live while here, and the life I have been able to witness. 
Having been predominantly based in Southern California, attending 
CSUMB has allowed me to access a whole new world of daily bits of 
nature. Some of which is the local trout populations, and the density of 
cypress trees. I wanted to capture the sense of home that I feel 
regardless of where in California I am, even in these new forms of life. 
The cypress tree centered on the trout's body is based on a tree near 
my current home. This tree has seen me through the last year of 
college, and in a way has existed as a comforting sight when I am home 
in my college apartment. The fish being a representation of the time I 
have been able to spend with my loved ones on nature adventures, 
including swimming with trout in the Big Sur camping grounds. The 
placement of these together is to capture the elements of home I have 
been able to experience here in Monterey County, with my people. 

Mojave Ovis
2026
30 in. x 24 in. 
Assorted recycled textiles, watercolor paper, cardboard

Inspired by the homely feeling of uniquely familiar imagery, such as 
random fabrics and animals. Piece captures the Bighorn Sheep that are 
native to the Mojave Desert in Southern California. I grew up seeing 
these sheep regularly, and in a way feel homesick of the natural life I 
grew up connected to. When creating the mixed fabric canvas behind 
the sheep, I had been struck by a strange sense of familiarity and 
homeliness with the textiles, which introduced the idea of unique 
sources of home. Combining these elements, I wanted to create a 
sense of home, and intrigue. 

Jordan Josey
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Home? 
2026
7.0625 in. x 5.375 in. 
Ceramic tile, acrylic paint

Continuing the examination of home and familiarity within the elements 
around me this bathroom scene is to capture the way in which growing 
up the bathroom has always been my safest space within my homes. In 
a response to fellow 2026 Artist in Residence Evelyn Stephenson’s 
work, Specks of Time the exploration of homeliness in the comfort of a 
bathroom scene is a topic we shared memories around. This bathroom 
is a representation of the last bathroom I felt a sense belonging in, in 
privacy and solitude. 

Surgared  Memories
2026
14.5 in. x 6.25 in. 
Reclaimed display tray, acrylic, wooden cleat

Painted imagined memory scene onto the surface of the display tray, 
capturing the warm sensation of baking with loved ones. To maintain 
the natural imagery of the existing decoration of the tray the painting 
replicates the natural color scheme. The piece focuses on the 
combination of memories, nature, and the objects between them.

Jordan Josey



2026 Artists in Residence

Rainy D 
2026
40 in. x 21 in. 
Cardboard, wood chair back rest, fishing wire, acrylic paint, ceramic 
tiles, unwoven material, dried orange peels/slices 

When reflecting on the overlap of nature and life, I came to a sensation 
of childhood, or childlike wonder. I feel that as a child the world felt so 
much larger, and in some ways  nature felt more playful. While I still have 
a deep love and respect for the natural world, I feel the reality of 
pollution, climate change, and overall human impact can make it hard to 
connect to that sense of wonder, rather than a sense of gratitude. To try 
and reconnect my wonder with my love for nature, I picked rain and 
oranges. Both of these  I feel connect to my memories of being a child 
and having unfiltered fun within the nature that can be taken for granted 
like rain or fruit. I remember a specific period of my life when my 
neighbors had an orange tree and being able to eat the fruit while 
playing in the rain. 

Jordan Josey
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